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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Ashbourne 

Public  Health  Department, 
Compton  Offices, 
Ashbourne, 

Derbyshire. 

21st  August,  1958. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  urban  district  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


The  vital  statistics  for  the  district  are  again  satisfactory 
bearing  in  mind  the  effect  on  the  death  rate  of  the  long  stay  hospital 
in  the  town. 


There  were  extremely  few  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 

£ 

disease,  but  the  district  was  involved  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
country  in  the  Pandemic  of  Asian  Type  Influenza  in  the  Autumn.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  Infective  Hepatitis  occurred  which 
is  referred  to  in  the  body  of  the  report.  This  illness  was  on  the  whole 
mild,  and  no  fatal  or  seriously  ill  cases  occurred. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  has  referred  in  his  report  to 
the  downward  trend  in  the  tuberculosis  rate  in  cattle,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  such  progress  will  have  been  made  that  eradication  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  in  the  county  will  be  completed  shortly  after  i960. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 
year  shows  that  there  is  still  a considerable  housing  problem  to  be 
dealt  with. 


It  is  a pleasure  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  General  Practitioners  and  Health 
Visitors, and  particularly  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  their  co-operation  and  help. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

¥illiam  J.  Morrissey 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  1957 

Estimated  number  of  houses 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Rate  in  the  pound 

Loan  Debt  at  31st  March,  1957 


1,075 

3,500 

1,747 

£60,983 

£241 


16/8 


Housing 

£604, 217. 

18.  6 

Water  Supply 

4,284. 

18.  3 

General 

45,425. 

7.  4 

Total 

£653,928. 

4.  1 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

37 

34 

71 

Legitimate 

36 

32 

68 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  estimated  popula 

tion  12. 9 

Comparability  Factor 

1.03 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

13.28 

Erg  land  and  Wales  Birth  Rate 

16.1 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

Legitimate 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Ni] 

England  and  Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  total 

live  and 

still  births  22. 5 

Infant  Mortalitv  ( deaths  of 

infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

14. 08 

England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

23.1 

Neo- ratal  Mortalitv  (deaths 

of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

_ 

... 

*M- 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  Nil 

England  and  Wales  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births  16.5 
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Deaths 


Males  Fema3.es 


Total 


41  43  84 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  15,  27 
Comparability  Factor-'  0,62 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  9,46 
England  and  Wales  Death  Rate  11.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms) 


Males  Females  Total 

8 8 16 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  lung  and  bronchus 

Males  Females  Total 

2-2 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  19  57 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  causes  of  deaths  registered 

in  1957 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

6 

11 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

12 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

5 

10 

Other  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

6 

8 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

i . . - -------  - - - - . 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

41 

43 

84 

4. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received 
during  1957  was  9 as  compared  with  4S  in  1956. 

Details  of  the  notifications  received  and  the  number  removed  to 
hospital  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to  Hospital 

Mea.sles 

4 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

2 

- 

juMeningocoocal  Meningitis 

2 

2 

Total 

9 

£ i 

Tabulated  below  is  the  age  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1957 


Disease 

Age 

Unknown 

Under 
1 Year 

1- 

2- 

— 1 
3- 

4- 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  and 
over 

Total 

Measles 

2 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary' 

2 

2 

Meningococcal 

Mengitis 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

- 

1 

2 

9 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

No  cases  if  diphtheria  were  notified  in  this  district. 

Most  primary  immunisations  are  carried  out  by  General  Medical  Practitioners 
and  immunisation  is  also  available  at  the  School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
The  school  doctors  give  booster  doses  at  the  schools  and  primary  immunisation  to 
those  children  whose  parents  neglected  to  have  it  done  at  the  proper  time  during 
infancy. 

The  following  details  have  been  supplied  by  Dr.  J.B.S,  Morgan, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Record  cards  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  children  immunised 
during  that  yean  (primary  immunisations  only). 

Age 

Under  1 year  .......  39 

1 to  4 (inclusive)  ....  11 

5 to  14  (inclusive)  ....  4 


Total  54 
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Follo'./in.,  the  receipt  oi  a circular  letter  and  brochure  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  a Diphtheria  Immunisation  Publicity  Campaign  './as  begun  in 
December  and  supplies  of  free  publicity  material  \/ere  obtained  from  the 
Campaigns  Division  of  the  General  Office  of  Information.  A considerable 
number  of  the  ’General  Leaflets'  were  distributed  to  the  public  with  the  aid 
of  Mr.  D,  Jones,  Registrar  of  mirths  and  Deaths,  and  a number  of  advertisements 
Y/ere  inserted  in  the  local  press. 


Poliomyelitis  and  Anti-poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  The  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  scheme  was  continued  through  the  year,  the  family  doctors  now 
entering  into  it,  but  owing  to  manufacturing  difficulties  it  became  necessary 
to  plan  the  import  of  American  and  Canadian  Salk  Type  Vaccines  to  supplement 
British  Vaccines. 

Tuberculosis 

Two  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received,  both  respiratory. 

This  compares  v/ith  three  during  the  previous  year.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  giving  a death  rate  of  0, 06  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

B.C.G,  Vaccination 


A start  has  been  made  v/ith  the  County  Council's  Scheme  in  Ilkeston 
and  the  Shardlow  districts  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  leavers.  It  is 
not  known,  when  the  Scheme  will  be  extended  to  the  Ashbourne  area. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  at  present  available  through  the  Chest  Clinics 
for  child  contacts  and  other  people  at  special  risk  of  exposure  to  infection. 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

It  was  reported  tov/ards  the  end  of  February  that  several  cases  of 
.jaundice  had  occurred  in  pupils  attending  the  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Enquiries  revealed  that  there  had  been  some  cases  recently  in  the  Thorpe 
district,  and  that  there  was  direct  contact  betv/een  one  recent  case  and 
the  school.  As  hepatitis  is  not  a notifiable  disease  in  this  area,  the 
practitioners  were  requested  to  let  me  have  details  of  any  further  cases 
which  might  occur  in  their  practices,  and  I wish  to  thank  them  for  their 
kindness  in  letting  me  have  this  information.  During  the  next  three  months 
30  further  cases  were  reported  in  the  urban  district  as  v/ell  as  12  cases  from 
the  rural  district  areas  of  Hulland  lYard,  Clifton  and  Kniveton.  0n3yone  further 
doubtful  case  occurred  in  the  pupils  cf  the  Secondary  Modern  School.  In  one 
family  there  were  3 cases  and  in  three  families  2 cases  occurred,  the  remaining 
21  were  single  cases.  A majority  of  the  later  cases  in  the  town  v/ere  associated 
directly  or  indirectly  with  one  of  the  Primary  Schools,  12  being  pupils  at  this 
school* 

The  control  of  spread  of  infectious  hepatitis  is  difficult,  because 
of  the  straggling  nature  of  epidemics,  the  long  incubation  period,  the  low 
attack  rate  in  contacts,  the  absence  of  precise  knowledge  of  the  method  of 
spread  and  the  lack  of  laboratory  help. 

Infection  is  usually  by  personal  contact  and  may  be  by  the  respiratory 
or  intestinal  route,  probably  usually  intestinal.  Efforts  should  be  made  to 
diagnose  cases  during  the  pre- jaundiced  stage  as  this  is  the  infectious  period. 

During  the  outbreak  the  schools  were  asked  to  make  a particular  effort 
to  promote  personal  hygiene  amongst  the  pupils,  and  to  exclude  children  who 
appeared  ir:  any  way  unwell,  particularly  those  v/ith  a history  of  vomiting. 

During  an  epidemic  it  is  wise  to  exclude  for  a week  all  children  with  suspicious 
symptoms,  because  not  infrequently  ch.il iren  stay  away  from  school  for  a day  or 
so  with  malaise  and  vomiting,  returning  during  the  pre-icteric  or  most  infectious 
stage,  to  develop  jaundice  a few  days  later. 
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bacteriological  examination 


All  Bacteriological  Examinations  in  connection  with  milk,  water, 
food  supplies  and  infectious  disease  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  (Medical  Research  Council)  121a  Osmaston  Road,  Derby,  (Telephone 
Number  Derby  45597). 

Specimens  and  swabs  taken  by  Medical  Practitioners  are  forwarded 
direct  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

WELFARE  SERVICES 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Maternity  Home,  Green  Road,  Ashbourne  - Thursday,  9 a.m.-  to  12.30  p.m. 
and  1.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m.  Tel.  Ashbourne  102. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 


St,  John’s  Rooms,  Ashbourne  - Wednesday,  12  noon  to  4 p.m. 
Yf elf  are  Foods  Distribution  Centres 


4,  Town  Hall  Yard,  Ashbourne  - Tuesday  and  Thursday,  9.15  a.m.  to  12.45  p.m. 
and  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m.;  Saturday,  9 a. m.  to  12  noon. 

Clinic  - St.  John  Street,  Ashbourne  - V/ednesday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 


"St.  Oswald's",  Ashbourne  - By  appointment. 

Eye  Clinic 

V/alker  Lane,  Derby  - Monday  a.m.  Tel.  Derby  45934. 

The  Eye  Clinic  will  be  moving  to  new  premises  in  Cathedral  Road,  Derby,  in 
the  near  future. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic 


"St,  Oswald’s  ",  Ashbourne  - 2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  a.m.  Doctor  present. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 

New  County  Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby  - Thursday,  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
and  1.30  p.m,  to  4 p.m. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

4,  Town  Hall  Yard,  Ashbourne  - By  appointment. 

Chest  Clinic 


93  Green  Lane,  Derby  - Wednesday,  9*30  a.m.  to  12  noon;  Friday,  9.30  a.m.  to 
12  noon  and  2 p.m,  to  4 p.m.;  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  (Contacts) 

Tel.  Derby  40366. 

Welfare  Officer 


Mr,  C.R.  Smith,  Compton  Offices,  Ashbourne  - Friday  2 p.m.  to  3*p.m.  For 
interviews  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  aged  and  handicapped  persons. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Compton  Offices, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashb our ne , 

Ashbourne  Urban  District  Council  Derbyshire 

21st  August,  1958. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1957. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  numerous  enquiries  were  made 
by  owners  as  well  as  tenants  of  rented  houses.  The  number  of  applications 
received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  would  indicate  a much  wider  use  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  compared  with  its  predecessor,  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954. 

Further  limited  progress  was  made  with  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance 
Programme.  It  is  hoped  that  re-housing  can  be  accelerated  and  the  demolition 
of  many  properties  carried  out  where  hitherto  it  has  only  been  possible  to  secure 
their  closure. 

All  meat  slaughtered  in  the  town  was  inspected,  this  excellent  position 
being  achieved  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Ashbourne  Rural  District  Council; 
the  reciprocal  arrangement  having  been  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year. 


Prime  quality  meat  was  produced  and  despite  the  fact  that  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  amongst  cattle  was  fairly  high  at  9^  (compared  with  lCfo  in  195&) 
it  was  unnecessary  to  resort  to  the  total  condemnation  of  any  carcase.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  tuberculosis  rate,  and 
well  informed  opinion  forecasts  that  bovine  tuberculosis  will  be  eradicated 
within  five  years. 

Little  progress  was  made  towards  remedying  the  unsatisfactory 
slaughterhouse  position,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  long-awaited  legislation 
based  upon  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Interdepartmental  Committee's 
Report  of  1955  will  become  a reality,  and  the  Council  will  then  have  the  necessary 
powers  to  deal  with  the  situation. 

Complete  inspections  of  all  petroleum  storage  premises  revealed  a 
need  for  improved  installations  and  greater  precautionary  measures.  Fire 
prevention  officers  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Fire  Service  gave  excellent 
co-operation  with  the  inspections,  and  their  advice  was  much  appreciated. 

I have  pleasure  in  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  support,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  their  friendly  co-operation  and  advice. 

I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

STANLEY  BENTHAM 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  DURING  1957 


Accumulations  and  Deposits  A 

Bakehouses  13 

Butchers'  Shops  21 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  6 

Drain  Obstructions  A 

Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  74 

Dustbins  1 

Factories  - Mechanical  14 

- Non  Mechanical  3 

Fairs,  etc.  2 

Fish  Shops  2 

Fish  Frying  Premises  1 

Food  Premises  (other  than  those  listed)  23 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  2 6 

Housing  - Defects  117 

- Improvement  Grants  17 

- Nuisances  4 

- Overcrowding  3 

- Survey  6 

- Unfit  Houses  101 

Infectious  Diseases  19 

Infestations  2 

Meat  Inspection  640 

National  Assistance  Act  1 6 

Offices  and  Workplaces  3 

Rent  Act  20 

Rodent  Control  6 

Sampling  - Other  Foods  2 

- Water  2 

Schools  1 

Slaughterhouses  - Inspection  1 

Smoke  Nuisances  7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  11 

Unsound  Food  32 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  4 

Watercourses,  ditches,  etc.  4 

Miscellaneous , Interviews,  etc.  187 

Council  House  Repairs,  etc.  31 

Housing  Tenancies  5 

Markets  15 

Petroleum  Regulations  48 

Public  Conveniences  59 

Refuse  Collection  15 

Refuse  Disposal  50 

Salvage  50 

Sewage  Disposal  18 

Water  Supply  4 


Total  1,694 


DWELLING  HOUSE  REPAIRS 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1957 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  26 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  27 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Numler  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


9 


All  complaints  were  investigated  and  where  necessary  written 
Notices  were  sent  to  owners  requesting  essential  repairs.  The  majority  of 
landlords  readily  co-operated  and  though  some  lengthy  delays  were  experienced, 
it  was  unnecessary  in  any  case  for  the  Council  to  invoke  statutory  procedure. 

On  the  whole  the  repair  of  the  older  type  rented  dwellings  does  not 
keep  pace  with  their  decay,  and  it  seems  inevitable  that  many  will  ultimately 
lapse  into  the  totally  unfit  category.  The  high  cost  of  re-conditioning  many  of 
these  houses  would  be  unreasonable  in  relation  to  their  enhanced  value,  and  this 
factor  coupled  with  low  rentals  discourages  owners  from  carrying  out  extensive 
repairs  and  improvements.  For  the  same  reasons  it  is  difficult  for  Local 
Authorities  to  enforce  complete  renovation  of  such  properties  by  recourse  to 
the  Housing  Acts.  By  use  of  the  Rent  Act  provisions  it  is  possible  for  considerable 
improvements  to  be  made,  but  this  depends  entirely  upon  the  owners  and  tenants,  the 
Council  only  being  able  to  act  as  arbitrator. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Applications  were  made  in  respect  of  three  houses,  two  of  which  were 
owner- occupied,  and  the  Council  made  grants  totalling  £401.  The  number  of 
owners  prepared  to  improve  their  properties  in  this  way  is  extremely  disappointing, 
and  it  may  be  that  insufficient  publicity  is  given  to  this  scheme. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES  DU/-.  IT  WITH  DURING  1957 


Houses  Demolished 


"""  — 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Persons 
Displaced 

No.  of  Families 
Displaced 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  arrangement,  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Sec.  43  (2)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

- 

- 

- 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Sec. 17  (l)  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

- 

- 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  where  action  has 
been  taken  under  local  Acts 

- 

- 

- 

Unfit  houses  included  in 
Unfitness  Orders 

- 

- 

- 

Unfit  houses  Closed 

Under  Secs. 16  (4),  17  (l)  and 
35  (l)  Housing  Act,  1957 

8 

9 

3 

Under  Secs. 17  (3)  and  2 6 
Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

- 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Sec,  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

- 

Orly  one  house  was  demolished  during  the  year,  the  Council  having  to 
resort  to  the  closure  procedure  in  eight  cases.  Twenty  houses  were  closed  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  await  subsequent  demolition. 

Fifty  unfit  houses  were  occupied  on  the  31st  December,  out  of  a total 
of  seventy- three  dwellings  included  in  the  Council’s  Programme. 
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RENT  ACT.  1957 


The  Rent  Act,  1957  became  operative  on  the  6th  July,  one  of  its 
aims  being  to  secure  the  repair  of  rented  dwellings.  In  this  connection  five 
applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received.  Pour  Certificates 
were  issued  by  the  Council  and  one  application  was  refused.  Only  one  application 
was  received  during  the  previous  three  years  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

It  is  early  to  judge  the  effectiveness  of  the  new  Act,  but  it  is 
apparent  that  many  landlords  have  been  reluctant  to  serve  notices  of  increased 
rent  on  tenants  occupying  houses  in  a poor  state  of  repair, 

ROOD  PREMISES 


Regular  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  throughout  the  year  and  in 
many  cases  considerable  improvements  were  achieved. 

It  is  not  possible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  this  work  for  whilst 
most  premises  are  structurally  satisfactory  and  have  adequate  facilities,  clean 
habits  and  hygienic  practices  can  only  be  promoted  by  frequent  visits. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District  is  as  follows 


Bakehouses  7 
Butchers  10 
Cafes  7 
Canteens  7 
Confectioners  14 
Fishmongers  3 
Pood  Factory  1 
Pried  Pish  Premises  3 
Greengrocers  6 
Grocers  20 
Licensed  Premises  19 


Total  97 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955  - SECTION  16 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream  . 30 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved 
foods 16 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Registered  Dairies 2 

Registered  Distributors 5 

Dealers'  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 5 

Dealers'  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  1 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  four  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  none 
of  which  were  structurally  altered  during  the  year.  The  premises  are  considered 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  it  is  difficult  to  visualise  them  being  brought  up  to 
the  standards  envisaged  in  the  proposed  Slaughterhouse  Regulations. 

The  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
and  adequate  facilities  met  the  butchers  during  the  year  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  the  provision  of  a small  public  slaughterhouse  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  town, 
^/hilst  no  definite  conclusions  were  reached,  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  proposed 
Regulations  become  operative  definite  progress  will  be  made  to  obtain  proper 
slaughterhouse  accommodation  with  all  necessary  amenities  to  produce  meat  under 
essential  hygienic  conditions. 

SLAUGHTERMEN 

Sixteen  slaughtermen  were  licensed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Acts,  1933-54, 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  v/hole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

620 

4 

5 

1,471 

774 

Number  Inspected 

620 

4 

5 

1,471 

774 

i 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  cr  organ  was 
condemned 

61 

- 

- 

13 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

9.8;£ 

- 

.8Q/o 

• 

o\ 

Tuberculosis  only 

. 

?/hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

56 

- 

- 

- 

-7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

9 % 

- 

- 

- 

.9<$ 

Cysticercosis 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cysticerci 

1 

L 

25$  j 
« 

- 

- 
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Analysis  of  Condemned  Meat  (in  lbs.) 


Tuberculosis 
Parasites  and  Cysts 
Dropsy 

Actinomycosis  and  Actinobacillosis 

Pericarditis 

Peritonitis 

Pneumonia 

Tumours 

Bacillary  Necrosis 
Swine  Erysipelas 
Abscesses 
Cirrhosis 


Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

1,705 

— 

— 

166 

708 

- 

32 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

2 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

6 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

68 

- 

1 

— 

24 

- 

- 

3 

2,598 

- 

35 

181 

The  average  amount  condemned  per  beast  slaughtered  - all  diseases  4.  2 lbs. 

(8.2  lbs.  - 1956) 

The  average  amount  condemned  per  beast  slaughtered  - Tuberculosis  2.73  lbs. 

only. 

(6.5  lbs.  - 1956) 


FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  1957 


Tinned  Apricots 
" Blackberries 

" Chicken 
" Chicken  Soup 
" Corned  Beef 
" Crayfish 
" Fruit  Salad 
" Grapefruit 

" Ham 
" Meat 
" Milk 
n Peas 
" Pineapple 
" Plums 
” Pork 
" Prunes 

" Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 
" Stewed  Steak 
” Tomatoes 
" Tongue 


FOOD  SAMPLING 


cwts. 


lbs. 

11 

3 

22 

7 

156 

2 

1 

2 

5 

7 

4 
37 


ozs. 


13 

8 

10 

8 

3 

10 

12 

12 

10 

15 

8 

12 

10 

6 

8 

11 


The  'Food  and  Drugs  Authority'  is  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  and 
the  County  Analyst,  R.W.  Sutton,  Esq.,  B.Sc,  ,F.R.I.C.  ,F.C.S.  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  report  on  samples  taken  in  the  Urban  District 

"Sixty-four  samples,  including  39  Milks , were  taken  under  the 
Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ashbourne  Urban  District  Council. 

An  informal  sample  of  Milk  submitted  by  a Dairy  Company  contained 
added  water.  Follow  samples  from  the  supply  concerned  were  taken  from 
10  churns  on  delivery  at  the  dairy.  Added  water  in  these  ranged  from  3 
to  14&.  Proceedings  were  taken  and  the  farmer  was  fined  £5  together  with 
£17.  18.  6d.  costs. 
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Later  in  the  year  a further  complaint  from  the  Dairy  concerned 
the  same  supplier  and  samples  from  9 churns  were  taken  on  delivery  at 
the  Dairy.  Added  water  in  these  samples  ranged  from  8 to  11$. 

Proceedings  resulted  in  the  farmer  being  fined  £50  together  with 
£14*  14.  0d.  costs. 

One  sample  of  T.T.  Channel  Island  Milk  contained  only  3.82$ 
of  Pat  as  against  the  minimum  requirement  of  2$  for  milk  from  Channel 
Island  Cattle,  The  producer  was  cautioned. 

The  remaining  samples  of  milk,  and  the  samples  of  food  other 
than  milk,  were  classed  as  satisfactory.  ” 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  sources  of  water  supply  remain  the  same,  being  from  deep 
boreholes  at  Rodsley  in  the  AshbourreRural  District  and  from  the  deep  well  at 
the  Derby  Road  Waterworks.  Permission  to  extract  a maximum  of  60,000  gallons 
of  water  per  day  from  the  Derby  Road  well  was  obtained  from  the  Ministry  and 
the  present  extraction  rate  is  32,000  gallons  per  day. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  reports  in  each  case  were  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Electrification  of  pumping  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  Mayfield  Road, 
Ashbourne,  was  completed  during  the  year*,  thus  ensuring  continuous  treatment 
of  sewage. 

LEGISLATION 

No  legal  Acts  or  byelaws  relating  to  Public  Health  came  into  force 
during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  and  194£ 


Inspections  of  Factories 


Premises 

t 

No.  on 
Register 

No,  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 ' r ....... 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3,4  and 
6 axe  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

16 

3 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

6o 

14 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

ii 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

87 

17 

2 

- 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.  M.  By  H.  M. 
Insp.  Insp. 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S,3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

1 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

relating  to  outwork) 

Total 

3 

2 

- 

- 

Outworkers 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  on  the  30th  August,  1957 
was  165,  classified  as  follows  :- 

Corsetry  118 

Knitted  Garments  47 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  considerable  reduction 
of  atmospheric  pollution  arising  from  one  boiler  plant  was  affected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  main  sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 
were  not  operative. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  premises  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  a twice-weekly  collection  being  made  from  a number  of 
trade  premises.  One  side-loading  refuse  vehicle  was  operated  with  a driver/ 
loader  and  three  loaders,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  place  on  record  the  excellent 
service  of  the  refuse  collection  team,  who  worked  through  much  inclement  weather. 

The  Council’s  Bedford  lorry  had  to  be  used  for  refuse  collection  on 
a number  of  days  when  the  SB  Freighter  was  under  repair,  but  in  no  case  did 
this  take  longer  than  two  consecutive  days. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


All  refuse  was  tipped  into  the  portion  of  the  disused  copper  mine  at 
Snelston,  rented  by  the  Council. 

A bulldozer  was  hired  for  levelling  purposes  and  much  consolidatory 
work  carried  out,  some  covering  material  having  been  procured  for  the  tip  face. 
Whilst  the  method  of  tipping  is  unsatisfactory,  no  serious  nuisance  has  arisen. 
Difficulty  Y/as  experienced  due  to  indiscrimnate  private  tipping,  and  every  effort 
was  made  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  local  contractors  in  this  matter. 

Treatments  were  carried  out  to  curtail  the  rodent  population  at  the 
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SALVAGE 


Waste  Paper 

A weekly  collection  was  made  from  business  premises  and  48  tons 
7 cuts  and  3 qrs  was  sold  for  £323.  11.  3d.  (April  1957  - March  1958). 

Scrap  Metal 

16  tons  12  cwts  2 qrs  and  10  lbs  was  sold  for  £122.  1.  lid. 
(April  1957  - March  1958). 

RODENT  CONTROL 


S.  Warren,  one  of  the  Council's  workmen,  Y/as  trained  during  the 
year  to  carry  out  this  work.  All  complaints  were  investigated  and  treatments 
were  carried  out  as  follows 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

(i) 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
( including 
Business 
Premises) 

(k) 

Total 

Cols. 

(l) 

(2)  and 

(3) 

(5) 

Agricultural 

No.  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority's  District 

10 

1,733 

413 

2,176 

8 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

14 

14 

10 

104 

12 

126 

8 

- 

148 

55 

203 

- 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  v/hich  were 
found  to  be  infested  by 

/ \ D , (Major 

(a}  Rats 

(Minor 

te 

1 

1 

1 

o 

- 

7 

- 

ai_ 

- 

17 

- 

17 

- 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 

2 

23 

- 

25 

- 

In  addition  tv/o  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


16, 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 


Number  of  Licences  issued 23 

Total  quantity  of  petrol  covered  by  Licences.  . 58,900  gallons 

During  the  year  a new  Petrol  Pilling  Station  was  constructed  and 
opened.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  all  premises  were  inspected  with  an 
Officer  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Fire  Service,  and  the  Council  subsequently 
adopted  new  Licensing  Conditions  based  upon  a model  prepared  by  the  Derbyshire 
County  Fire  Service,  It  was  found  that  one  of  the  premises  could  not  comply 
with  the  new  conditions,  and  the  Council  found  it  necessary  in  this  case  to 
refuse  a licence  for  the  year  1958. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Public  Conveniences  are  maintained  by  the  Council  at  the  Omnibus 
Station,  in  Union  Street  and  in  the  Memorial  Gardens, 

Washing  facilities  were  installed  at  Union  Street  Public 
Conveniences  during  the  year. 
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